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To Hme1](l tlw Fedt\ral Laud PoliC'y and l\fanHgement .. A.ct r,f 1976 to rlari(v 
the 1mtnre of publi<' iriYolvenwnt for purposes of N•rt-<llll rnlt•n.uiking, 
ancl for oth0r purposes. 

IN '!'HE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

]\fr. BARHARSO (fol' himself, Ms. Lnmrs; 1\Ir. l'RAPO, Mr. Rrxnr. und Mr, 
CtrRTI8) introclueed the follmving hill; »foeh was .reRd !:\vice and refer!'ed 
to the Committee 011 

A BILL 

To amend the Petleral Land Poliey and Management Act 

of 1976 to clari(y the nature of puhlie ilwolvement for 

pm11oses of certain nilemaking, and for other pm11oses. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and llmr.se of Rrpi·esenta-

2 hr•es of the United States u.f�4:merica in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

4 This Aet may be cited as the "},merican Voiees 111

5 Pederal Lands Act". 

6 SEC. 2. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN CERTAIN PUBLIC LAND 

7 RULEMAKING. 

8 (a) DEF'INITION OF PUBLIC INVOLVE:iIEN'r.-Section

9 103(d) of the Pederal Land Policy and .Management Aet 
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1 of l!-l7u (43 U.S.C. 1702(d)) is amended by strikin!); "citi-

2 zcns'' and inserting· "citizens of the United States, in ac-

3 eordam•e with se<'.tiou :310(cl), as applicable,". 

4 (b) PUBI,IC IN,-OLVEMEJ\'T RELATING 1'0 CERT,UN 

5 RU-LES AND REGULATIONS.-Section 310 of the Federal 

6 Land Policy and lVIanag-cment Act of 1!-J7(j (43 U.S.C. 

7 1740) is amended to read as follows: 

8 "SEC. 310. RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

9 "(a) AUTHORIZATION.-

10 ''(1) SECRET,\RY.-Subject to subsection (cl), 

11 the Secretary, with respect to public lands, shall pro-

12 nmlgate 111les arnl reg1tlations to carry out the pur-

13 poses of-

14 "(A) this Act; and 

15 "(B) other laws applicable to public lands. 

16 "(2) SECRE'r1U{Y OF AGRICFLTl'RE.-The Sec-

17 retary of AgTieulture, with respect to land in the Na-

18 tional l<'orest System, shall prmmtlgate 111les and 

19 regulations to carry out the pmvoses of this Act. 

20 "(b) REQUIREMEX'r.-The promulgation of rules and 

21 regulations pursuant to this section shall be in aeeorda11ee 

22 with chapter 5 of title 5, United States Code, without re-

23 garcl to section 553(a)(2) of that title. 

24 "(c) ABSENCg OF RE<H'LATION.-Before the promul-

25 gation of a rule or regulation purnuant to this section ,vith 
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1 respect to public lands or land in the National l<7orest Sys-

2 tern, the applicable land shall be aclministerecl under ei,.'ist-

3 iug rules and reg1ilations concerning the Jami, to the max-

4 imnm extent practicable. 

5 "(<l) PUBLIC b,YOLVE:.\IENT RELATING 'ro BrRE.AU 

6 LAND.-Notwithstandiug any other provision of law, ,vith 

7 respect to public lands managed by the Bureau, the Sec-

8 retar:i·-

9 "( 1) in promulgating any applieable regulations 

10 pursuant to this or an�' other Act, may take into 

11 consideration only public comments received from 

12 citizens of the United States; and 

13 "(2) in any public involvement under this Act 

14 or any other provision of law (including regulations), 

15 shall establish and implement a process commonly 

16 known as 'Completely .Automated Public Test to tell 

17 Computers and Humans .Apart (CAPTCIL,\.)' to 

18 deter attempts at public involvement via artificial in-

19 telligence.". 


